Implicit processing in the cued recall of young and old adults.
Two cued recall experiments were reported in which younger and older subjects studied target words varying in number of preexperimental associates. In Experiment 1, targets were studied in either the absence or presence of meaning-related context cues, with recall always prompted by the cues. In the absence of context, words with smaller sets of associates were easier to recall than those with larger sets, but this effect was reduced for older subjects. The presence of a study context cue facilitated recall and eliminated the effect of associative set size for both ages. In Experiment 2, targets were studied and tested in the presence of unrelated words. In this situation, words with smaller sets of associates were less likely to be recalled than words with larger sets; again the effect was reduced for older subjects. The results are interpreted as an age decrement in processing implicitly activated information.